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sessed by anidea. ‘To this he devoted 
himself without stint. He did not 
use his opportunities for personal 
ends, riches or comfort. He gave his 
talents, his strength, himself to the 
task of creating arepublic. Some say 
he was before histime. Some think 
the republican idea never can take 
root in China. Some believe that he 
unwittingly sacrificed his ideals by the 
means he chose for their accomplish- 


Our: generation has seen another 
leader of men who had many similar 
qualities. In Lenin we see a man 
possessed by an idea, with courage 
and self-sacrifice, a lover of the 
people. Of him it is said, a “‘quality 
that helped to win Lenin a lasting 
place in the hearts of the Russian 
people was his genuine fondness for 
meeting and talking with ordinary 
folks. In this there was no question 
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in these leaders are among those we 
value most highly in the personality 
of Jesus Christ. In self-forgetful 
devotion, in courage, 
with no shade of patronage, He 
stands supreme. 


Longing and praying, as we do to- 
day, for jeaders in State ard Chureh, 
who ehall be worthy to guide the 
destinies of a great people, it is well 
that we should try to discern, in the 
light of these and other modern 
examples, what are the qualities which 
stir men to follow in these days. In 
some ways this is an age difficult for 
leaders, an age of criticism when 
authority of all kinds is questioned. 


The world of today does not seem to 


eall for those who are set off from 
their brethren and set in a _ place 
apart. A militaristic society or a 
machine-made world may need 
Nietsche’s superman, some one to 
dictate, dominate and control. The 
Christian fellowship calls for leader- 
ship of a different kind. The Captain 
of our Salvation was in our midst as 
a Servant—' the first among many 
brethren.” 


The problem of leadership, then, is 
sugvested by the two verses with 
which we began. We need those who 
will be real leaders, with qualities 
which mark them out for apostleship. 


~ Devoted and fearless they must be, 
‘people with larger vision and stronger 


faith than the average. Yet these 
qualities must make no _ barriers 
between the leaders and the rank and 
file. Leaders and followers alike are 
part of one family. ‘This means that 
Christian leadership is not assumed 
by the leader but accorded by the led. 
No outward rite or special training 
can make a man a leader unless the 
community in which he lives re- 
cognizes his gifts and qualifications 
and freely accepts his guidance as it 
also is led by the Spirit of God. 


These considerations serve to show 
the inherent difficulty of the 
missionary’s position. He is sent 
out to be a leader. He has had 
special training; he has a _ status 
which, in a certain sense, puts him 


in a false position. Not infrequent- 


ly, just because he is a missionary, 
he is put over workers of long 


standing when he himself is still 


struggling to master the language. 


From, the very start his position is 
made eult and only by an 
exceptional amount of grace and tact 


can he avoid its becoming more so. 


The need in China to-day is for 
leaders among the people. The 


_ missionary’s great aim is to help in 


the creation of such and in according 
them a due position of leadership. 
If he tends to dominate, if he 
takes to himself a position ndt freely 
given to him by his Chinese brethren, 
those whom he trains can scarcely 
avoid falling into the same evil ways. 


It is one thing to lament the lack of 
leadership in China today, to pray 


and earnestly long for Spirit-filled 


leaders. It is another thing so to live 
among the people as servants in their 
midst, that our lives are powerful in 
calling forth leaders of the truly 
Christian type. We missionaries can- 
not run away from the problem, unless 
we leave China altogether. Some may 
be tempted to do this when they realize 
how hard it is to take the right place 
in the church life and to avoid standing 
in the way. But there isa solution to 
every problem in the Christian life and 
it is found by courageously facing the 
difficulty, not by avoiding it. To be 
truly self-forgetful, to stand to our 
task fearlessly, to take time to enter 
into the lives of others—these at least 
are among our greatest needs, if we are 
to be leaders not simply in name but 
in fact. Perhaps some of us are not 
really prepared to pay the cost of being 
leaders in China in this day. If so, 
let us study how, being in this 
ambiguous position, we may begin 
with shame to take a lower place. 
(god help us not to block the road to 
the development of the Church of 
Christ in China, 


H.T. 


THE ANTI-CHRISTIAN 
MOVEMENT 


Following up the action referred to 
in the last number of the Bulletin the 
National Christian Council convened 
a retreat for consideration of the 
situation created. by the recrudescence 
of the anti-Christian movement in 


China at which a number of Chinese 
and foreign missionaries were present. 
At the retreat Mr. Sanford C.C. Chen 
and Mf. J. J. Poon made careful pre- 
sentations of different aspects of the 
anti-Christian movement as it has 
recently been manifested in various 
parts of thecountry. Mr. Chen spoke 
especially of the effect upon Christian 
education; Mr. Poon brought the 
members of the retreat into a deeper 
appreciation of the point of view of 
the sincere critics who feel that the 
essential life and spirit of China are 
being challenged by Christian pro- 


_paganda and who resent what seems 


to them to be its subtle influence 
undermining the national spirit. 


After considerable discussion of the 
situation the main lines of attack 
were analyzed in order to show how 
far the criticisms had truth in them 
andl how far they involved migstate- 
ments or half truths which ought in 
some way to be corrected. -Members 
of the retreat were probably a good 
deal surprised to find that there was a 
general agreement that the great 
majority of criticisms had in them 
some measure of truth. The retreat 
recognized the necessity for a closer 
analysis of the elements of truth and 
falsehood in the various lines of 
attacks and four groups were formed 
to carry forward this analysis in con- 
sultation with members of the Council 
and others interested in different 
places. ‘The groups were to consider, 
(1) attacks upon the Christian 
way of life and the central con- 
ceptions of the Christian Faith; 
(2) attacks upon the Christian Church 
as an organization; (3) attacks upon 
the Christian educational movement; 
(4) attacks upon Christianity because 
of its relation with foreiggy countries 
andinfluences. It is hoped that these 
groups will be able to present at least 
preliminary reports for the second 
meeting of the retreat which is called 


for the first of May, out of which a 


report should emerge which will be 
discussed at the Annual Meeting of 
the National Christian Council. - 


In all this work the predominant 
thought has been, ‘‘How can we as 
members of the Christian Church 
learn from the critics so that the 
work of the Church may be purged of 
anything which is imperfect in it and 
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-be better adapted to meet the 
conditions and needs of China to- 
day?’’ It is true that there are 
certain directions in which it may be 
necessary to take a somewhat different 
line, explaining questions which have 
been misunderstood and answering 
definite misstatements which have 


appeared from time to time. There 
_ 4s no dispos'tion on the part of the 


Executive Committee or members of 
the retreat to overestimate the signi- 
ficance of the movement as an 


‘Organized attack on Christianity. 


Many of its manifestations will 
doubtless disappear or be profoundly 
modified. Nevertheless there are 
some deep challenges to the Christian 
faith which will not be quickly 
disposed of. It lies within the pur- 
pose of the National Christian 
Council to help to a clearer under- 
standing of these and to the prayerful 


and unhurried consideration of all 
the matters raised which really affect 
the life and witness of the Christian 
Church. 

Readers of the Bulletin are asked 
again to send in to the editor, Dr. 
Hodgkin, any information which may 
help the staff and Executive of the 
National Christian Council in making 
adequate preparations for the Annual 
Meeting along the lines mentioned on 
page 4 of the last number of the 
Bulletin. We should be especially 
glad of the copies of articles which 
have appeared in the local press either 
written in behalf of the anti-Christian 
movement, or in reply to any attacks 
which have been made. Any tracts 
or other literature which is being put 
out by Christian groups especially 
designed to meet the point of view 
of those who are attacking us today, 
would also be welcome. 


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION IN CHINA 
A Statement of Educational Principies 


Prepared by the General Board of the 
China Christian Educational Association. 
April 2, 1925. 


NOTE: In view of wide spread 
misunderstanding and not a little 
misrepresentation of the purpose of 
Christian education in China and of 
‘uncertainty on the part of many 
Christian people as to the programms 
of the nation, the China Christian 
Educational Association submits this 
statement of fundamental principles. 
It has been discussed in numerous 
conferences of Chinese and western 
educators, and embodies in brief form 
their agreement on the educational 
principles upon which the Christian 
schools and colleges may hope to 
continue their service to the youth of 
China. 

._ The statement is prepared in both 
Chinese and English for wide distribu- 
tion; copies may be secured from the 
office of the China Christian Education- 
al Association. 


abs 3 See the account of the meetings of 


the C. C.E. A. later in this Bulletin. 


It would serve a useful purpose to 
make this statement the basis of 
discussion teachers’ meetings, 
educational eonferences, and other 
gatherings of those who are interested 
in the Christian schools and colleges. 
It would also be well to put it in the 
hands of teachers, students and others 
who question the place in Chinese 
education of schools under Christian 
auspices. In this connection use might 
be made of Bulletin No. 5, ““The Place 
of Private Schools in a National System 
of Education’’ (published by the China 
Christian Educational Association), 
and of the report of the China Educa- 
tional Commiss‘on, ‘‘Christian Educa- 
tion in China’’, publi-hed by the 
Commercial Press. 


1. The Function of Christian 
Schools. 


The special function of Chrictian 
schools, and the main justificatiom for 


their maintenance supplementary to 
the public schools of China, is that 
they provide an education Christian in 
character for the children of the mem- 
bers of the Christian community and 
for others who desire to avail themselves 
of private schools of that type. 


2, Private Schools in a 
Democracy. 


It is in accordance with the spirit of 
democracy and with the practice in all 
democratic nations of the modern world 
that permission should be granted to 
individuals or to social groups, who so 
cesire, to establish and maintain 
private educational institutions, in 
addition to the public system of educa- 
tion maintained by the state. This 
right is granted on condition that these 
private schools maintain the minimum 
standards legitimately imposed by the 
state upon all schools, both public and 
private, and that they do not conflict 
with the interests of the nation and of 
society as a whole. 


3. Private Schools and Progress. 


It is generally agreed that progress 
in education is dependent upon the 
existence of diverse types of schools and 
the largest possible freedom of varia- 
tion. To deny the right of variation, 
and to insist that all schools follow the 
same uniform procedure, would be 
contrary to the educational interests of 
the state. Provided that private 
schools meet the essential requirements 
of all schools, the greater the freedom 
of variation allowed, the better for 
education, and for the state. 


4. Private Schools and Religious 
Freedom. 


The maintenance of private schools 
in which religion forms an integral 
part of the educational process, is in 
accordance with the principle of reli- 
gious freedom, which has been accepted 
in the constitution of the Chinese 
Republic, and with the practice in 
other democratic nations. Religious 
freedom includes not only the right of 
the individual to follow his own con- 


science In matters of personal rel'g ous. 


belief, but also to provide training in 


relition for his clildres. ‘Ths prin- 


ciple app is equally to the adherents 
uf any religious faith, 


\ 
ty | 
an, ¥ 


z 
> 


4 THE BULLETIN OF THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL 


5. Christian Schools and the — 
National Programme of 


Education. 


-It seems advisable that private 
schools in China should come under 
the cognizance of the public educational 
authorities and form part of the 
national programme education. 
Such a relationship would naturally 
take the form of registration of the 
schools, the adoption of the essentials 
required for all schools, the attainment 
of recognized standards of efficiency, 
and a system of visitation to insure the 
maintenance of these standards. Be- 
yond this there should be freedom. 
Christian educators welcome such a 
relationship with the public educational 
authorities. Such supervisory control 
of these schools as is maintained by 
Christian agencies is solely for the 
purpose of promoting efficiency and is 
meant to supplement, not to take the 
place of, the general supervisory 
relation of the public educational 
authorities. 


6. Ethical and Religious Teaching 


in Christian Schools. 


The primary purpose of all education 
is the development of personality and 
of moral character, and it is in this 
sphere that Christian people believe 
that they have a special contribution 
to make. tow the life of China. The 
i \sistence by the educational] authorities 
upon conditions of registration that 
imposed restrictions upon the ethical] 
and religious teaching and life of the 
Christian schools, would not only be 
inconsistent with the principles of 
educational and religious freedom, but 
would prevent these schools from 
achieving the purpose for which they 
have been founded, and from making 
their distinctive contribution to the 
educational needs of China. 


7. Christian Schools and 


Patriotism. 


The Christian spirit naturally ex- 
presses itself in an _ enlightened 
patriotiem. Christian schools aim to 
develop in their students the love of 
country; if they fail to do so, they are 
to that extent untrue to their purpose. 


The idea of ** denationalizing’’ students, 
or of using the Christian schools as the 
agencies of a ‘foreign imperialism’’, is 
abhorrent to the leaders in Christian 
education, both Chinese and westerners. 


8. Christian Education Becoming 


Indigenous. 


While Christian schools in China 
were orginally established and are 
still largely maintained by foreign 
missionaries and their supporters in 
the west, their purpose has been to 
serve the best interests of the Chinese 
people. It is their ideal, which is 
being increasingly realized, that 
Christian education should become 
Chinese in epirit, in content, in support 
and in control. This is the expressed 
purpose not only of Chinese and 
western Christian educators, but also 
of the mission bodies which have in 
the past supported the Christian 
schools, and of the Chinese Christian 
community which is gradually taking 
over their support and control. 


9. The Permanent Foundation of 


Christian Education. 


The permanent maintenance of 
Christian education depends upon 
securing the whole-hearted support of’ 
the Christian community and of en- 
lightened Chinese public opinion in 
general, not upon treaties between 
China and other nations. 


DR. R. Y. LO’S WORK IN 
PEKING 


In view of the fact that the Re- 
habilitation Conference had definitely 
put down the Opium problem in its 
agenda, the National Anti-Opium 
Association sent Dr. R. Y. Lo to 
Peking as its official representative to 
present to the Conférence a memoria] 
from the Association. Through the 
efforts of Mr. George Heu the authori- 
ties of the Rehabilitation Conference 
had promised to let the representative 
of this Association sit with their 
Technical Committee. Dr. Lo went to 


Peking on March 9th, also carrying 
with him the mission to protest against 
the proposed opium monopoly by the 
Government. 


Dr. C. T. Wang, who was on the 
train with Dr. Lo on the way to 
Peking, expressed his hearty support 
of this movement and helped Dr. Lo 
considerably in making acquaintance 
with many political leaders in the 
country. 


When Dr. Lo arrived in Peking he 
found that nothing could be done 
without the support of some of the 
members of the Conference, and he 
thought it necessary to get the support 
of some of the influential leaders whoze 
representatives are sitting with the 
Conference. With this in view he 
went up to Kalgan immediately to call 
on General Feng Yu-hsiang. General 
Feng received him most cordially and 
promised to help in the Conference 
through his represeatative and out of 
the Conference in any way possible. 
The district which is now under the 
administration of General Feng was 
known as a great poppy producing 
center in the North, but has recently 
through the efforts of Feng’s men been 
freed from opium. Should any 
farmer be found cultivating opium the 
new suppression law ordains the death 
penalty. Smugglers of opium are not 
only given heavy fines but also are 
ordered to parade in the streets in a 
special dress intended to show that 
they are in disgrace. General Feng 
has recently established a law in this 
district by which fines in money paid 
for many forms of vice are used to 
support social welfare work of different 
kinds, the work of the Anti-Opium 
Association being one of these. 


When Dr. Lo came back from 
Kalgan he called on Hsu Hsih-en, the 
general secretary of the Rehabilitation 
Conference, who was then in the 
hospital. His private secretary inter- 
viewed Dr. Lo in his place and ex- 
pressed the opinion that on account of 
the great number of questions to be 
solved by the Conference the opium 
question could not get proper attention 
from the group. Dr. Lo also went to 
call on the Chief Executive, but was 
not received by Tuan himself. Tuan’s 
secretary told Dr. Lo that he was of 
the opinion that the Rehabilitation 
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Conference would not be able to take 


‘up the opium problem and consequently 
that it may have to go to the People’s 
Conference which is under gontempla- 
tion. In reply Dr. Lo told him that 
the People’s Conference would be 
legislative while the Rehabilitation 
Conference ought to be executive ; that 
as we already have enough laws to 
suppress opium there is no need to go 
through the legislative body again; 
that the reason for the recrudescence 
of opium was the disregard of the laws 
by the militariste who support their 
soldiers from opium taxes. The 
central government has not been 
able to enforce the laws which we 


submitted to the Conference on this 
problem by the Ministry of the Interior 
gave no definite suggestions. He sug- 
gested that a memorial with definite 
suggestions would be taken up by the 
Conference immediately. 


Acting in accordance with this 
information from Dr. Lo, the Associa- 
tion immediately sent him the 
memorial which was prepared some 
time ago with slight changes made, 
and it was reshaped in the form of a 
recommendation to the Conference and 
will be submitted to the Conference 
by Hsiung Hsi Ling. We hope that 
before long we can see this problem 


already have, but it ought to be able discussed by the Conference. 


to function at least in the capital. He 
therefore suggested to the representative 
of Tuan that if the Executive himself 
is sincere in the suppression of opium 
he should begin in the city of Peking 
so as to set an example for the whole 
nation. The representative of Tuan 
promised to convey the message to him 
but no definite answer has been 
received. 


Dr. Lo was informed when he was 
in Peking that the proposed Govern- 
ment opium monopoly is making 
headway secretly. The Ministry of 
the Interior some time ago sent some- 
body to the International Anti-Opium 
Association to secure some of their 
publications on monopoly. Besides this, 
many handbills have been distributed 
in the streets hearing the title ‘‘ To 
Save China through Monopoly of 
Opium,’’ and there also have been 
eight or nine petitions sent to the 
Rehabilitation Conference urging the 
immediate adoption of an opium 
munopoly. ‘So offset these Dr. Lo 
wrote many articles and published 
them in the Far Eastern the 
““New People’s Journal’’ and other 
leading papers. Through this publicity 
he got the support of many influential 
men in Peking including Hsiung Hsi 
Ling, ex-premier, who besides assuring 
Dr. Lo that he would help against this 
evil had promised to present on behalf 
of the National Anti-Opium Associa- 
‘tion the memoria! to the Rehabilitation 
Conference. In a meeting with Dr. 
lo, Tang Chi, vice-chairman of the 
Rehabilitation Conference, told him 
that'the conference had not been able 
to give proper consideration to the 
“pium problem because the memorial 


Before coming back to Shanghai Dr. 
Lo had a chance to meet the whole 
conference at a reception given by Dr. 
Gilbert Reid. He was given oppor- 
tunity to address them on the opium 
problem in which the audience showed 
a great deal of interest. After the 
reception, Hsu Hsih-en, general! secre- 
tary of the Conference, saw Dr. Lo 
privately and a few days later the 
Chief Executive asked him to have an 
interview. When calling on the latter 
Dr. Lo presented to him the memorial 
of the Association and protested against 
the proposed Government opium 
monopoly. ‘The Chief Executive after 
reading over the memorial told Dr. La 
that he thought the suppression of 
opium cultivation was a _ difficult 
problem, that as soon as the armies 
can be put under one central adminis- 
tration the Government can enforce it 
through different hsiens. whose 
magistrates will have to be responsible 
for the suppression of the poppy 
cultivation. The difficulty lies in the 
fact that there are so many opium 
habitues and before they can stop 
smoking they must have some kind of 
treatment. ‘This will take some time. 

As to the question of an opium 
monopoly the Chief Executive said 
that, as he had not studied this question 
thoroughly he was not able to express 
any opinion, but he assured Dr. Lo 
that the Minister of the Interior would 
see to it and act in accordance with 
pu glic opinion. 


Another report from Dr. Lo stated 
thaw he was not quite sure that the 
government had decided to give up the 
idea of an opium monopoly. The 


Minister of the Interior confirmed the 
report that many petitions had been 
received urging the formation of an 
opium monopoly but he further stated 
that he did not favor this proposal. 
He said that a definite plan for the 
suppression is now in preparation and 
will be submitted to the Rehabilitation 
Conference as soon as it isready. They 
refused, however, to show Dr. Lo the 
draft of this plan on the ground that if 
it is made known to the public further 
objections will be aroused because of 
misunderstanding of the items. 


As the Conference was going so slow- 
ly and further political developments 
were handicapping the purpose of the 
Conference, Dr. Lo thought it was not 
necessary to sit with the committee of 
the Conference but gave his chief efforts 
to the organization of a Peking braneh 
of the Association wbich they tltoazght 


might function in matters pertaining. 


to the Conference and also convey our 
continued protest against an, opium 
monopoly. A branch at last was for- 
mally opened March 29th at the 
Kiangsi Guild of Peking with over 
thirty organizations in the capital, 
including the Association for the Ad- 
vancement of Education, Newspaper 
Union, International Anti-Opium 
Association, Medical’ Assocation, 
Peking Educational Association, 
Peking Chamber of Commerce, Peking 
Lawyers’ Union, leking Bankers 
Association, and others. 


Dr. Lo returned to Shanghai April 
Ist. 


INDUSTRIAL COMMITTEE 


Reports from Loca! Centres. 


Reports of the year’s work are 
beginn#ng to come in from a number 
of local centres. These will be re- 
produced in fuller detail in the next 
number of Christian Industry. A 
few pointe, however, might be men- 
tioned here as of general interest. 


Hangchow reports a good deal of 
welfare work of different types. The 
group has been attacking industrial 
evils such as the use of poisonous 
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phosphorus in local factories. The 
approach made to one factory in 
regard to the hours of work resulted in 
a reduction from thirteen to twelve 
hours. There was a big saving on the 
operating expenses and in this case at 
any rate, the conclusion of the em- 
ployers is that there has been positive 
advantage from the financial point of 
view in making the change. Attempts 
are being made to work out a con- 
sumers’ cooperative store. 


Ningpo. A small conference was 
held at Ningpo aid plans are under 
consideration for a longer one and 
fuller one in the course of time; but 
in the meantime attention is being 
given to a few specific pieces of con- 
structive work and to investigation. 
The group has gained the sympathetic 
cooperation of the local newspapers 
and several articles have appeared in 
the local press. The most consider- 
able piece of investigation has been 
done in connection with the appren- 
ticeship system as it is worked out in 
Ningpo. We hope to have copies of 
vee investigation for wider use before 
ong. 


Hankow. The Industrial Committee 
has been at work in a careful study 
of the principles of Jesus as applied 
to social and economic conditions. 
The Y. M. C. A. committee repoits a 
number of pieces of relief work and 
social service. There are also other 
groups operating in Hankow. 


Foochow. A survey of the work of 
the city begun sometime ago has been 
steadily carried forward; but it has 
not yet been possible to make it at all 
complete. There has been a ceitain 
amount of suspicion on the part of the 
merchants and. manufacturers of 


student investigators. A large amount 


of literature has been distributed. 
The program for the coming year 
includes a conference with local 
pastors, a retreat in the summer, the 
promotion of the study of industrial 
problems, Labour Sunday observance, 
continuance of the survey, etc. 


We hope to be able to give a digest 
of other reports in the next issue. 


Survey of Needs. 


The letter approved by the National 
Christian Council at its Annual Meet- 


ing in May last has been sent out to 
the larger mission boards working m 
China, drawing their attention to the 
need of specially qualified workers to 
deal with social and industrial ques- 
tions, especially in the big centres of 
industry. This letter has already 
met with some favorable response and 
one result is that the Industrial Com- 
mittee is preparing a survey of the 
need for industrial workers in a few 
picked centres. The idea is to be 
prepared on the basis of this survey 
to make recommendations to the 
various societies as to the type of work 
and the kind of training necessary 
should they be able to respond to the 


call contained in the letter. This - 


survey is undertaken at the request 
of one or two of the secretaries who 
are anxious to deal with the matter 
in as practical a way as possible. 


Child Labour. 


A great deal of interest has been 
aroused not only in Shanghai but in 
other places in the Report issued by 
the Child Labour Commission of the 
Municipal Council. The Council has 
drafted by laws enabling it to put into 
effect the recommendations contained 
in the third part of the Commission’s 
Report. These by laws will come up 
for adoption at the rate payers meet- 
ing which is called for the day of 
issue of this Bulletin, April 15th. 
Every effort is being made to secure a 
quorum for this meeting and to insure 
the passing of the necésseary by laws. 
These involve a definite step in the 
right direction, though a very small 
one. Perhaps the most important 
point is the ‘establishment of an 
inspectorate without which factory 
legislation in any country’ is 
practically sure to be a dead letter. 
Copies of the Commission’s Report 
can be obtained from the National 
Christian Council’s office. It is hoped 
that they will be used in other centres 
as a means of stimulating local action 
along similar lines. 


‘The Commission 


The Commission which ig studygng 
the problem of setting up an I nstitinte 
for Social and Economic Reseatch 
has been carrying forward its rk 
and has visited among’ other ‘places, 
Canton, Hongkong, Shanghai, Nan- 


_ — 


king, Hankow, Wuchang, Chefoo, and: 
Tientsin. The report is now being- 
prepared in Peking. Among other 
things the Commission discovered 
conditions in one of the match. 
factories in Central China which 
amply justified the Industrial Com- 
mittee in the steps which it has taken 
to investigate the problem of the use 
of phosphorus and the incidence of 
jax” in China. The follow-: 
ing facts were discovered; Some sixty 
cases of ‘‘phossy jaw’’ have occurred 
within the experience of the present. 
managers. Several girls the. 
packing rooms had swollen hands 
which seemed to give evidence of. 
infection, and food was eaten right at. 
the tables where the matches were 
made. The only attempt at con- 
trolling the fumes, which were pretty 
strong on the premises, was by means 
of hoods under which the sticks of 
yellow phosphorus were ground up- 
with the glue. 


It will be remembered that the 
Chinese Government has passed 
legislation to discontinue the use of* 
white phosphorus at the end of 1924. 
It is very necessary that local groups 
should watch the situation in order: 
to see that this regulation is carried 
out fully. Copies of Dr. Maitland’s: 
report on Phosphorus Poisoning can. 
be obtained from the National 
Christian Council for eight cents 
each. 


Labour Sunday 


Plans have been made for the 
observance of Labour Sunday in the 
churches in China, the first Sunday 
in May being selected as a suitable 
date. It is hoped that in many 
different churches sermons will be 
preached drawing attention to the 
problems created by the growth of 
industrialism, to the need for 
applying Christian principles in 
industry, and kindred topics. SpeciaP 
literature on this subject has been 
prepared by the Industrial Committee; 


. The East China Summer School’ 


The East China Summer School is 
planning again for a department of 
Social Service which is under the care 
of Miss Ward of the Y. W. C. A. 
The Industrial Committee is cooperate 
ing with the East China Educationa’ 


+ 
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Azsociation in planning for this 
department and is offering scholar- 
ships to students who wish to take 
the course. These scholarships are 
granted on recommendation from a 
local group and any person desiring 
to avail himself of this offer would 
do well to communicate both with 
the National Christian Council and 
with the secretary of the local group 
if there is one. The scholarship will 
cover the travelling expenses and 
half the fees. The school will be 
held at Soochow University, July 7th 
to August 6th. A number of students 
availed themselves of the courses 
offered last year and this department 
was felt to be oneof the most 
successful aspects of a particularly 
good summer school. 


RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 


Annotated Bibliography 


The Religious Education Committee 
of the National Christian Council has 
in course of preparation an annotated 
bibliography covering so far as possible 
all the literature available in Chinese 
on the subject of Religious Education 
or likely to help those engaged in this 
field of service. The work is being 
undertaken by Mr. Z. K. Zia, 5 
Quinsan Gardens, Shanghai, in 
eooperation with the chairman of the 
committee and one or two others. 
Letters are being sent out to a number 
of teachers, asking for their opinions 
in regard to books which they have 
been using and it is hoped that in this 
way the bibliography will contain a 
really worth while evaluation of the 
various volumes included, based not 
upon mere theory, but on the actual 
use of the volume in each case. 


Summer Schools 


This year for the first time two 
summer schools for Religious Educa- 
tion are being planned, one in Kuling 
on lines similar to that held during 
the last two or three years; the other 
in Pei Tai Ho. The latter is being 
promoted by the Chihli— Shansi 
Educational Association. 


In Nanking a two week’s course for 


Chinese is being held in the latter 
part of April. 


A three weeks’ School of Religious 
Education for Chinese leaders will 
be conducted by the Y. M.C. A. at 
Lily Vailey, Kuling, July 10-31, 1925. 
The program is planned to help 
Chinese leaders interpret the Christian 
message to the Chinese mind past 


- and present, preparing especially to 


answer constructively the Anti-Re- 
ligion Movements. Bible teachers in 
mission schools, pastors, laymen, 
normal! class leaders and Bible teach- 
ers in churches are especially invited. 
Further information is available from 
Arthur Rugh, 20 Museum Rd, Shang~ 
hai. 


Coordination 


The China Christian Educational 
Association has decided to proceed to 
the formation of the Council on Relig- 
ious Education recommended by the 
Educational Commission in 1922. 
This Council will carry out investiga- 
tions and issue material mainly dealing 
with curriculum study and the religious 
needs of young people. The special 
committee of the National Christian 
Council, having s\udied the field care- 
fully, is recommending to the Annual 
Meeting that a permanent standing 
committee of the National Christian 
Council be set up to deal with other 
aspects of the question and to serve as 
a coordinating agency. !t is expected 
that there will be a regular meeting 
where there will be an interchange of 
information in regard to the plans and 
programs of the various national 
organizations working in the field of 
Religious Education. Several specific 
pieces of work which seem clearly to 
fall within the province of the National 
Christian Council Committee will be 
taken up by it, but in the main its 
service will be to pass on suggestions 
to other organizations and to act asa 
correlating agency. ‘hose who are 
interested in this problem will be able 
to study the matter in more detail 
when the report presented to the 
National Christian Council has been 
made public. 


Investigation of the Religious Needs 
of Chinese Boys and Giris. 


An investigation covering the wide 
field of the religious needs and interests 


of young people in China has been set 
on foot by the Educational Association, 

the Y. M. and Y. W. under the 
leadership of Dr. Webster of Shanghai, 
Baptist College who has been loaned 
by the college for this special service. 
It is hoped that the result of this study 
will be the collection of material on 
which well thought out courses can be 
prepared. 


The group in North China undeit 
the leadership of Mrs. Barbour of 
Peking has been studying the needs of 
young people of the ages of sixteen and 
seventeen, and quite a little material 
has already been collected with a view 
to building up one or more speciak. 
courses, ‘This committee will cooperate 
with the investigation conducted by 
Dr. Webster. Will any who are 
interested in cooperating in this field 
communicate either with Dr. Webster 
or Mrs. Barbour ( Yeu ching University, 
Peking) as both are anxious to get ad 
wide cooperation as possible. 


We are glad to publish the follow- 
ing statement in regard to this study 
of adolescent interests. We hope that 
all readers of the Bulletin who are 
interested in this matter and may 
not have been in touch with Dr 
Webster will write to Dr. Wallace 
about the matter and make any offer 
which they feel able to make as to 
their own part in this investigation. 
Better still, it would be well to com- 
municate with the secretary of the 
Provincial Educational Association, 
if there is one in the district. Dr. 
Webster himself will be travelling 
during the next two or three months 
according to the following itinerary. 


Peking-Tientsin April 10-24 
Hankow April 27-May 4 


Nanking May 10-17 
Shanghai May 18-25 
Canton May 28-June 10 
Foochow June 15-20 


A Study of Adolescent Interests 
in China 


To all who are interested in secur- 
ing facts and figures as a_ basis for 
determining, as far as possible, the 
laws of cause and effect that control. 
the thoughts, feelings and actions of 
the young peop!e of China in order 
best to minister to heir needs. | 


\ 
| 
ogi ; 
| 
| 
ba 


THE BULLETIN OF THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL 


The Objectives of this Study: 


“1. To establish a base line of 
eareful observations that is supported 
by facts from a sufficient number of 
eases (approximately 10,000) showing 
characteristic mental attitudes and 
reactions of Chinese youth between 
and including the years 12 to 25. 


2. ‘To discover the special fields 
that should be given further etudy. 


8. To aid, encourage and correlate 
such special studies as give promise 
of usefulness. 


4. To gather data that will be of 
practical value in adapting curricula, 
content and methods of moral and 
religious education, and also of 
general education. 


5. To develop among those who 
re dealing with China’s youth the 
assurance that God’s laws of cause 
and effect control the human mind 
as they control the human body and 
the best results in education will be 


secured by discovering and obeying 
these laws. 


The Personnel and Occasion 


_ The occasion for this study is the 
steady increase in the call for more 
accurate knowledge of China’s youth. 
The study really began with the work 
of the Religious Education Com- 
mittees of the East China Christian 
Educational Association and _ the 
China Christian Educational Associa- 
tion in 1918. The earlier effort 
secured only 450 cases from the 
various centers and results were not 
published because the data was in- 
sufficient for generalization. Circum- 
stances prevented the gathering and 
analysis of the necessary additional 
cases. After seven years, it seems 
possible again to take up and carry 
on this research study of adolescent 
interests. 


Shanghai 


College released 
Professor 


James B. Webster for 


- fesearch work in religious education 


and correlation of curriculum con- 
tents for character values, within his 
Own institution. 


» The Religious Education Com- 
amittees.of the China Christ’ an Educa- 


tional Association and The National 


Christian Council have carried over 
and .developed the interest in this 
type of study during these years. 
Individuals and local groups have 
made and are making some useful 
studies. No comprehensive study has 


‘been possible. 


A little over a year ago Mr. T. Z. 
Koo suggested that the Y. M.C. A. 
ought to undertake a careful study of 
adolescent life in order to make 
possible an improvement of its work 
among boys and students. The 
general secretaries’ conference at 
Hangchow in May, 1924,-agreed that 


‘the study should be commenced at 


once. The Boys’ Department of the 
National Committee was asked to be 
responsiWle, and plans have been 
made for studying 5000 cases before 
the summer of 1926, basing the work 
on Professor Webster's Individual 
Record Sheet and Analysis,Method. 


The sccretaries of the Young 
Women’s Christian Association are 
undertaking a similar study for girls 
and young women. 


~The China Christian Educational! 


~ Association has undertaken the direc- 


tion of curriculum studies in Religious 
Education in Mission schools through 
its ten provincial aseociations and is 
forming a Council on Religious 
Education. The China Christian 
Educational Association has made an 
appropriation to cover travel expenses 
and necessary clerical assistance to 
enable Mr. Webster to direct and 
assist these several efforts and make 
his own research work more useful 
than it could be if confined to his 
own institution. 


This combination of organizations 
is represented by a central committee 
in Shanghai composed of the follow- 
ing; Dr. Herman C, KE, Liu, Egbert 
Hayes, Dr. E. W. Wallace, Sanford 
C, C, Chen, Miss MacNeil, Miss Grace 
Yang, Dr. C. S. Miao and D. J. B. 
Webster, Director. 


Division of Responsibility 


The various groups of young people 
will prolably be studied best by 
dividing them into three groups. 
The Y.M.C.A. is making special study 
(1) of the students in its schools and 


classes and in the government and 
private schools and (2) working boys. 
The Y.W.C.A. is interested in the 
study of the corresponding types of 
girls. The China Christian Educa- 
tional Association will continue its 
studies in the mission schools. ‘There 
may be such local combination and 
exchange of studies as will make for 
economy and most satisfactory results. 


Pian of Organization 


This will be simple and flexible. 
Those who are interested in taking 
part in sucha study will have personal 
help and direction if they are in the 
main centers that the director is able 
to visit. Those who are working in 
centers not visited by the Director 
may secure the Individual Record 
blanks, make their own analysis with 
the aid of the Tabulation Book then 
send their records in for tabulation 
with the others also. 


The central committee named above 
will promote the study and publish 
the results. 


There will be local committees in 
the following centers: Canton, Foo- 
chow, Shanghai, Nanking, Hankow, 
Changsha, Peking, Tientsin, Tsinan, 
and other interested centers. These 
committees will consist of representa- 
tives from the Y.M.C.A., Y.W.C.A, 
and C.C.E.A., one from each organiz- 
ation wherever possible, 


The Function of the Local 
Committees 


1. ‘lo find out who in their respec- 
tive groups wish to share in making 
this study. 


2. To provide such persons with 
the Individual Record Blanks and 
have these filled out according to the 
directions given on the forms. 


3. To see that the records secured 
include at least 200 persons 12-16 
years of age, 200 persons 14-19 years 
of age, and 200 persons 20-25 years 
of age. 


4. To have these records ready for 
analysis and interpretation when the 
Director, Mr. Webster, arrives. They 
should be sorted ane arranged 
ing to years. 
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5. To arrange for two Chinese 
associates to assist the Director in 
the tabulation and analysis in each 
school or group. 


The Director’s Work 


1. To go over these records with 
the person who has given them or 
with such persons as may be specially 
designated for study of the data in 
relation to that school or group. 


2. To aid in analyzing, interpret- 
ing and, in necessary cases, in gather- 


ing the data. 


3. To formulate observations and 
recommendations in individual cases 
and meet with the local group for as 
much time as they desire to give for 
comparing, summarizing and report- 
ing the main points of value in the 
study. 


4. To prepare the final report on 
the results of the study, with the aid 
of the central committee. 


The three organizations, the Y. M. 
C.A., Y.W.C.A. and C.C.E.A. are 
responsible for enlisting the various 
groups and individuals in gathering 
the data. The Virector is able only 
to help in working up this data and 
making it more useful for those who 
are engaged in education in China. 


James B, Webster, Director. 


INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEE 


The Committee on International 
Relations met March 7th and was well 
attended. A number of pieces of 
interesting information were given to 
the committee showing that interest 
in the colleges was steadily increasing 
although several spoke of the need of 
@ much wider and better informed 
interest in international affairs 
among students and among teach- 
ers also. One college reported the 
starting of a bulletin board on 
which notices of recent international 
events were posted and a newspaper 
class held weekly at which a talk was 
given on some recent event showing 
ite historical bearings, etc. Another 


eollege reported a group which had 
been studying the text books, especial- 
ly those used in the middle schools. 
One difficulty which has been felt in 
several cases has been that the college 
libraries contain far too little recent 
material on international affairs. The 
committee therefore decided to offer a 
prize in the form of books for the 
college library to the college which 
makes the best showing on the studies 
on international matters planned by 
the committee and set forth as a result 
of the conference held in Kuling. It 
was also suggested that there should 
b: a list of speakers who woald be 
able to visit colleges and make chapel 
talks or give special lectures on inter- 
national matters. 


The committee decided to issue a 
bulletin containing recent news of the 
actions of the committee and state- 
ments in regard to its plans in greater 


detail than can be included in the 
general Bulletin of the National 
Christian Council. This Bulletin is 
now in the course of preparation. 
Any who are especially interested in 
this matter are asked to send for it to 
the secretary ofthe National Christian 
Council. 


It is hoped that the National 
Christian Council can be represented 
at the meeting of the Committee of the 
World Alliance for Promoting Inter- 
national Friendship through the 
Churches. This Committee wi!l be 
held at Stockholm shortly before the 
World Conference on the Life and 
Work ofthe Church. The Committee 
of the National Christian Couneil is 
recognized by the World Alliance as 
the National Council for China and 
has been receiving a grant from that 
body in order to help it with its 


work. 


Report on the Cultural Meetings of the College Faculty 
of the Soochow University 


1. The Cultural Meetings of the College Faculty of the Soochow 
University are held monthly with the object of facilitating the 
interpretation of the Western Civilization to the East and of the 
Eastern Civilization to the West. 


2. Four papers on the various phases of this subject are read in each 


meeting. 


3. The following is the program of these meetings for the Spring term 


of 1925: 
First Meeting. March 8, 1925. 


its Ideals. 


(1) The Western Family, a Hundred Years ago and 


(2) The Present Status of the Western Family. 
(3) Confucius’ Conception of the Family. 
(4) The Chinese Family in Transition. dob 


Second Meeting. March 31, 1925. 


W. B. Nance. 
... 8. Lowrie. 
eee Ss. Chen. 
... C. L. Shen. 


(1) The Contribution of Christianity to 


Chinese Civilization. . 


W. A. Hearn and John Barr. 


(2) Conceptions of Religion of the Chi- 


nese People. ... ii 
Third Meeting. April 28, 1925. 


(1) The Political Theories of the 


West... 
(2) The Political Theories of 
China, 


Fourth Meeting. May 26, 1995. 


(1) The Ideals of Chinese Culture. 
(2) The Ideals of Chinese Education. ... 

3) The Ideals of Western Culture. ... 
(4) The Ideals of Western Education. ... 


J. W. Shen and C. T, Chu. 


Herman Mayer and Samuel H. Chang. 


K. Y. Hsieh. 


T. C. Chao. 
Peter Shih. 
M. G. Frank. 
F, E. Tomlin. 
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THE RURAL CHURCH 
COMMITTEE 


A meeting of the Rural Church 
Committee was held at the Central 
Teachers’ College, Wuchang, March 
tenth to twelfth, 1925. Thirty-two 
persons were present. Mr. Chandler 
was in the chair. Unfortunately Mr. 
K. T. Chung had been delayed in 
Szechwan and was unable to meet 
with the Committee as intended. 
Mr. Morton Chu and Mr. Chang 
Heng-chu gave reports of the work 
which they had been doing since the 
last meeting of the Committee, dealing 
particularly with parochial preaching 
bands, house to house visitation, the 
training of laymen and of women, 
principles of seif-support, results of 
experience with the thousand character 
system, etc. 


It was felt that the work of investi- 
gating the problems of rural evange- 
lism should be carried on further, 
and the Rev. Lin Yu-shu was asked 
to devote two months to helping with 
the investigation this spring. It was 
‘also felt that one of the most urgent 
needs was the preparation and distri- 
‘bution of more literature for country 
workers. 


The resolutions and recommenda- 


tions of the meeting of the Committee 
‘which was held on the 6th of Decem- 
ber, 1924 were worked over in detail 
by the Committee at its meeting in 
March and were finally issued in the 
following form. 


“1. Aa to the Preaching of the Gospel. 
We should preach the Gospel in such 
a@ way as to relate spiritual truth to 
the economic and social conditions 
of the people. We would suggest, in 
particular— 


(a) That the Christian Church 


should celebrate the Chinese Eighth | 


Month Festival as a Feast of Thanks- 
giving for the Church of China, and 
thus make connections with the whole 
‘life and thought of the rural Com- 
munity. The celebration of other 
f-ast days may be 


(hb) The Church should adapt anid 
util ze “Tent Preaching’, 
to House Preaching Bands,” aud 
sunilar methods, 


adapted and 


2. As to the Minister. The Country 
church today needs rural-minded 
ministers, men and women. The 
Christian workers in the country 
should have special knowledge and 
training in order to render broader 
service; the country people, in the 
church and out, are earnestly desiring 
such. service. The Seminaries and 
Bible schools should provide for the 
training of such workers, both men 
and women, even by organizing special 
departments; and should also provide 
short courses for workers already in 
service. 


Teachers, beside special knowledge 
of country conditions, should also 
have training in religious education, 
in order to assist in the work of 
evangelism. 


Girls’ Middle Schools should give 
training in Home Economics, Home 
Hygiene, and Religious Education. 


8. As to Churches. New churches 
should place responsibility on the 
laity. The first task for Christian 
workers in a new church is to train 
the laymen and the voluntary officers 
(deacons, elders, and so on, ) to do each 
their part. The laymen should carry 
the responsibility for administrative 


*(financial) matters; they should also 


take their share in building up the 
spiritual life of the church. 


4. Astothe Church. The harmon- 
ious and effective working of the 
whole enterprise can best be secured 
through joint committees of Chinese 
an missionaries, having full control 
and responsibility. The future task 
of the Church (in the country) is: 


(a) To evangelize the country dig- 
tricts. 


(b) To make provision for the 
training and adequate support of 
rural workers. 


(c) To provide schools, classes and 
conferences for the training of laymen 
and women. 


(d) To device ways by which the 
™M'ssivne may reduce their appropria- 
tions so as to advance self-support: 
and to determ'ne the proper use of 
mission baildinys. 


5. As to Reserrch. We recommend 
that all workers in the country be 


‘asked to take part in the investigation 


of the economic and social facts of 


country life. 


MEETINGS OF THE CHINA 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATIONAL 


ASSOCIATION 


At the time of writing the meetings 
of the China Christian Educational 
Association are still being held. The 
Councils on primary and secondary 
education and on higher education met 
simultaneously during the first two 
days of the week commencing March 
30th. The Council on Religious 
Education was organized at a preli- 
minary meeting on the 31st. On the 
first and second of April the General 
Board on which the various councils 
are represented meets to coordinate the 
work done by the other bodies and to 
consider problems which touch all the 
various fields of education. Following 
these meetings the secretaries of the 
local associations meet for detailed 


discussion of the plans for the ensuing 


year. 
The subject of greatest difficulty and 


greatest importance which has come 


before these various bodies has been 
the problem of registration, raising, as 
it necessarily does, the question of re- 


quired or voluntary religious teaching 


in Christian schools and colleges. Dr. 
Wallace submitted a memorandum in 
which an attempt was made to define 
the problem, pointing out the impor- 
tance of considering separately such 
questions as religious services on the 
one hand, and religious instruction on 
the other; the children of Christian 
and non-Christian parents; the ques- 
tion of required or voluntary training 
in the primary schools, middle schools, 


and colleges, respectively. 


There was a general agreement with 
the position stated by one of the lead- 
ing members of the Board that it was 
very unfortunate that the problem of 


_ registration and that of the texc’ ing of 


religion in the schools should bs so 
closely related, and that it was highly 
desirable to consider the latter alto- 


—_ 


| 
| 
» 


‘THE BULLETIN OF THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN COUNCIL © . 11 


gether apart from the former. Never- 
theless, it is the question of registration 
that is forcing Christian educators to 
face this issue. There seemed to bea 


fair amount of agreement in regard to 


the question of maintaining required 
curriculum teaching in religion in the 
Primary schools where the choice as to 
entrance or otherwise is exercised by 
the parent. In the college grade there 
is considerable divergence of practice 
and opinion. Some hold that the 
religious purpose of the college is better 
secured by having the religious instruc- 
tion as well as the worship on a 
voluntary basis; others maintaining 
that there is nothing which infringes 
religious freedom in carrying religious 
instruction as a required’ course 
throughout the college period. The 
view that Christian schools and colleges 
should seek registration under the 
government was very strongly ex- 
pressed ; but it was also agreed that in 
securing registration nothing should be 
sacrificed which was essential to the 
carrying out of their supreme function 
as Christian schools. 


A carefully prepared statement was 
worked through by the two Councils 
and after various amendments had 
been discussed, was passed by the 
Board. For this statement see page 3. 


Other matters dealt with concerned 
the standardization of schools, school 
curricula, the collection of statistics, 
plans for the increase of the staff, etc., 


NOTES AND COMMENTS 


(a) - Movements of Secretaries 


Letters continue to reach us from 
Szechwan speaking of the great help 
received through the visit of Rev. K. 
T. Chung, both at the Conference 
itself, and at subsequent gatherings in 
Chengtu and a number of other cities 
visited. So many were the opportuni- 
ties and.so urgent the call that Mr. 
Chung decided to remain an extra 


month in Szechwan thereby missing 


the important meeting of the Com- 


mittee of the Rural Church referred to 


elsewhere. He- has had many oppor- 


tunities of presenting the work of the 


Council as a whole and has spoken 
especially on the anti-opium movement, 
the problems of the rural church, and 
the development of indigenous Chris- 
tianity. A good deal of support has 
come to the work of the Council from 
various quarters in Szechwan through 
Mr. Chung’s work. We hope in the 
next issue of the Bulletin ‘to have a 
report in detail written by K. T. Chung 
himself in which we anticipate that he 
will sum up his leading impressions 
after this prolonged visit to the pro- 
vince, 


But little word has reached us in 
regard to the details of the work done 
by Dr. C. Y. Cheng during his long 
visit to Yunnan. The difficulties of 
travel prevented him from carrying 
out the program as quickly as original- 
ly planned. He spent a number of 
days in very strenuo¥s‘committee work 
with the missionaries of the Home 
Mis-ionary Society, and we understand 
from his letters that the difficult pro- 
blems which had been faced have been 
solved to the general satisfaction of all 
concerned. Dr. Cheng is not expected 
back in Shanghai until the day of 
issue of the Bulletin, but we hope to 
have some particulars about the pre- 
sent situation of the Home Missionary 


Society and other matter relating to 


Dr. Cheng’s work in our next issue. 


The other three secretaries have 
spent most of their time in Shanghai 
during the last two months, attending 


. toa variety of matters including pre- 


parations for the Annual Meeting, a 
study of the Anti-Christian movement, 
preparation of the two Year Books, 
preparations for the educational meet- 
ings (Mr. Lobenstine), and the work 
of various committees. Miss Fan 
visited Hangchow the last of March in 
order to attend a meeting of the 
Chekiang Baptist Association which 
she addressed. During April Dr. 
Hodgkin will be visiting Wuhnu, 
Nanking, and Chingkiang, and Miss 
Fan Chingkiang, in connection with 
the Conferences of the Methodist 
Episcopal Mission, 


(b) Plans for the Annual Meeting 


Every effort is being made to carry 
through successfully the work of the 
Annual Meeting. As noted in the 
last Bulletin the plan is to spend about 


half the time in discussing two or 
three main subjects, including especi- 
ally various aspects of the anti- 
Christian movement, the present. 
position of the Chinese Church, and 
the anti-opium situation. Reports are 
now being prepared by the various 
committees covering the work during 
the year and these, so far as possible, 
will be sent to members of the Council 
prior to the meeting. If readers of 
the Bulletin would like to have re- 
prints of some of these reports before 
it is possible to publish the volume 
containing the proceedings of the 
Annual Meeting, they can write to the 
office and, so far as copies permit, we 
shall be glad to supply them. The 
report of the Evangelistic Committee 
contains a review of the whole position 
in regard to evangelistic work in the 
church, including some estimate of the 
difficulties felt at the present time in 
connection therewith. Other reports 
will be of special interest to those who 
are engaged in particular lines of 
service. It is, of course, understood 
that copies of the reports will be sent 
only to members of the Council prior 
to the meeting itself, but as soon as 
they are presented, they can be used 


in the way indicated above. 
(c) The Ten Thousand Dollar 
Campaign 


Progress in the Ten Thousand 
Dollar Campaign which started last 
January has been encouraging as far 
as it has gone. Although the money 
has not come in as freely as was 
hoped the letters accompanying the 
gifts have been most cordial. “More- 
over the writers clearly feel that the 
Council has become their own. This 
is the most significant fact. Some of 
the “writers apologize for not being 
able to shoulder the entire financial 
burden. At the time of writing we 
have received about $1100 in cash, 
and in addition to this, we know that 
Rev. K. T. Chung has collected about 
$1400 in West China. We are hoping 
by the Annual Meeting in May that 
we will have the greater part of the 
ten thousand dollars which is our 
aim, 


(d) Visitors from Abroad 


We hear very good’ reports of the 
work done by Dr. McAfee and Dr, 
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Ward in the various centres visited so 
far. Dr. McAfee’s lectures have 
proved to be stimulating and construc- 
tive and have emphasized the central 
Christian truths on which there is 
agreement among all who are working 
for the extension of the Kingdom of 
Christ. These truths have been stated 
in a fresh and challenging way and 
we are very glad to know that the 
volume containing these lectures will 
be published shortly. Dr. McAfee is 
also considering the suggestion made 
to him that he should prepare a course 
of Outline Studies for use by students 
and others, following somewhat the 
same line as the lectures. lt is hoped 
that this course of studies may be 
issued in Chinese. 


Some of Dr. Ward’s lectures given 
in Peking under the auspices of the 
National Lecture Association and the 
Peking Student Christian Union have 
been published in a special number of 
The Life. The Industrial Com- 
mittee of the Nationa] Christian Coun- 
cil is obtaining some additional copies 
of this magazine in order that these 
lectures may be available for study 
groups. We shall be glad to furnish 
these in smaller or larger quantities 
at a special price where they are being 
used for this purpose. 


(e) Committee on the Church 


and Home 


Campaigns for Better Homes. The 
Kwangtung Christian Church decided 
at itg annual meeting held in Canton 
to hold a Home for Christ Campaign 
on February lst. The following plans 
were made: (1) To use Sunday, 
February Ist, for preaching and pray- 
ing for this movement; (2) to per- 
euade church members to make 
determined efforts to lead husbands 
and wives to Christ; (3) to do the 
same for brothers and sisters; (4) to 
get students in school to determine 
to lead their families to Christ within 
a year; (5) to get every member to 
have at least one copy of the Bible 
and to use it for family worship; (6) 
to hold family worship every day. 


There have also been campaigns 
held in Changli, Tsinan, and Hong- 
kong. Toward the end of April one 


will be held in Foochow. We have China, with industrial and social. 


had no details about these campaigns. 


(f) Mosiem Committee 


A meeting of the Moslem Committee 
was held on the 19th of February at 
which Bishop Molony presided. The 
Committee is still handicapped in its 
work through not being ablé to find 
any person who can give a large 
amount of time to the secretaryship. 
Lhe Committee feels that what is need- 
ed is a secretary who can give a good 
deal of time to travelling as was done 
by the late Mr. Mark Botham. In- 
formation has been received in regard 
to one or two people who are expecting 
to come out and take up Moslem work 
in China, but it has not yet seemed as 
if any suitable person had appeared 
who could follow up the work begun 
by Mr. Botham which contributed so 
largely to an understanding of and an 
interest in the problem of the evan- 
gelization of the Moslems in China. 
Mrs. Botham has been asked to act as 
secretary to the Moslem Evangelistic 
League and to cooperate with the 
secretary of the Committee, Mr. 
Hibbard, in preparing prayer cards. 
Readers are again reminded that the 
special literature dealing with Moslems 
can be obtained from the Rev. George 
A. Clayton, of the Religious Tract 
Society, Hankow. The Committee 
has prepared a good deal of literature 
and where there is any difficulty in 
purchasing the same, arrangements 
can be made for its free distribution. 
Dr. Darroch is acting as chairman 
during Biship Molony’s absence. 


(g) Year Books 


The work for the preparation of the 
China Church Year Book and the 
China Mission Year Book continues 
steadily. ‘The former will probably 
be somewhat later in appearing than 
the latter which is now going through 
the press. The Mission Year Book 
contains a large amount of interesting 
material including special articles on 
the anti-Christian movement, a review 
of the political situation in China’ by 
Mr. Green, editor of the North China 
Daily News, two or three especially 
interesting articles on the educational 
situation, several dealing with different 
aspects of the labour movement in 


problems and a large section on _ pro- 
blems of the Chinese Church. 


published by the time of the Annual 
Meeting, the Middle of May. 


We are making a special offer of 


the two Mission Year Books for 
1924 and 1925 at five dollars so long 


as the 1924 edition lasts. Anyone 
who wishes to avail himself of this 
offer should send in at once five dollars, 
on receipt of which he will get the 
1924 Year Book and will receive the 
1925 one as soon as itis issued. The 


regular price of the Year Books is five. 


dollars each. 4 


(h) National Christian Council of 


Japan 


We are glad to receive from time to. 


time the Bulletin of the National 
Christian Council in Japan. As this 
Bulletin is published mainly in Japan- 
ese we have to content ourselves with 
referring to the brief English section. 
‘Lhe chief line of activity promoted by 
the Council is the united evangelistic 
campaign which is being pushed with 
enthusiasm in various parts of the 
country. The leaders of all denomina- 
tions met recently in Tokyo for the pur- 
pose of securing the greatest possible 
cvoperation among the churches there. 
A social committee is investigating the 
condition of social work in Japan 
under three main lines: definite social 
enterprize; social education; and social 
reform. The educational committee 
has been discussing the means by 
which Christian education in China 
may be helped at this time of special 
difficulty. 


THE CHRISTIAN WAY 
TOWARD UNITY 
By The 
Rr. Rav. CHARLEs H. Brewr, D.D.. 


[The following statement in regard to the 
World Conference on Faith and Order has 
been sent to us by the secretary with a 
special request that we should make it 
known among Christian leaders in: this 


It is. 
hoped that the Year Book will be. 
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country, We are very glad to reprint it in 
this issue of the Balletin, believing that it 
will be of interest to many of our readers, 
and also hoping that it will stimulate 
prayer for all that is being done in connec- 
tion with thie movement and especially for 
divine guidance for the committee which is 
to meet at Stockholm next August. Copies 
of the pamphlet containing the following 
statement and other publications relating 
to the World Oonference on Faith and 
Order may be had free on application to 
the Secretariat, P. O. Box 226, Boston, 
Mass., U. 8. A.] 


The search for peace is as old as the 
human heartand as wide as the human 
race. Itisto be had, both Godward and 
manward, only through the agency of 
the whole Christian Church. No one 
doubts that if we are to have peace in 
the world of practical politics it must 
come through good-will and under- 
standing between nations, bred by 
conference and stabilized by cooperative 
action. The same holds good in the 
realm of religion. The group forma- 
tions into which the Christian world is 
broken must reach after mutual under- 
standing and that unity which will 
eventually declare itself in the process 
of sympathetic fellowship. Bold and 
patient—above all, patient—experi- 
ment is necessary if we are going to 
get anywhere in this matter. It is the 
day of sowing, not of reaping, so that 
we have no business to be discouraged 
when a golden harvest fails to appear 
in the springtime of endeavor. 


Is it not so that there are entirely 
too many receipts for unity and too 
few concerted inquiries as to the 
Christian way toward unity? Ex- 
perience has clearly demonstrated that 
unity cannot be reached by way of 
controversy, and therefore the World 
Conference on Faith and Order, as its 
name implies, has consistently stood 
for the way of conference as the 
Christian way. 


This fact forestalls all possibility of 
postulating fixed conclusions. This is 
the very kernel of the World Conference 
—both its real strength and its appar- 
ent weakness. We are deliberately 
adopting the method of research. 
Religion quite as much as science 
depends upon research for its very life. 
What is seemingly abstruse and 
detached is often the precursor of a 
revolution in practical affairs. There 
is no connection at first sight between 
Franklin’s kite and a modern trolley. 


Similarly a superficial view of the 
World Conference on Faith and Order 
cannot find any relationship between 
colloquies on belief and organization 
and the Church unified and inspired 
to deal effectively with the problems 
of human society. The connection is 
equally real in both. 


This is the background of the story 
of the World Conference on Faith and 
Order. It was not a detached move- 
ment but it lighted its torch at the 
brilliant flame of the Edinburgh Mis- 
tionary Conference of 1910. From 
the very first it was a cooperative pro- 
ject. Simultaneously three (Com- 
munions conceived it—Congregation- 
alists, Disciples of Christ and 
Episcopalians. 


The ten years following were taken 
up with securing the attention of 
Christendom and_ enlisting active 
support. Commissions were appoint- 
ed, conferences held and European 
countries visited. As soon after the 
close of the War as possible a Pre- 
liminary Conference was held in 
Geneva attended by representitives of 
seventy autonomous Churches from 
forty nations. This gathering marked 
the beginning of a new stage in our 
progress. Thetrue meaning and value 
of conference began to dawn on the 
minds of men. Conference gradually 
revealed itself to be not a meeting for 
controversy where each person en- 
deavors to estallish his own position, 
but an opportunity for eliciting from 
others the convictions which hold 
them, in order to establish sympathetic 
understandinz among people of 
different minds. The value of the 
World Conference, when it eventual!y 
meets, will depend upon loyalty to this 
conception of conference end its wide- 
spread employment among Christians 
of different Communions in the interim. 
Let it be noted that in this mode of 
approach we are but using the same 
method now extensively employed in 
every department of life where earnest 
men are seeking to solve the industrial, 
social and racial problems of their 
day. 


Kvery Communion has what is dis- 
tinctive in belief and organization. Its 
special problems are _ different in 
character or emphasis from its neigh- 
bor’s problems. It is quite clear that 


if a World Conference is to be successful 
it must be based on a survey of the 
entire field. Churches which have 
creeds and those which have not, 
Churches which have long-established 
order and those which have not, occupy 
precisely the same plane in conference 
and merit the same respect and con- 
sideration. Mutual understanding— 
and it is a far cry to any such goal—is 
the next step toward unity. We must 
gird ourselves prompt!y to this end, for 
the date of the World Conference is 
set for two years hence (1927), subject 
only to the confirmation of the Con- 
tinuation Com mittee. 


The preparation for the World Con- 
ference on Faith and Order is conference 
and conference and conference, local 
Conference, regional conference every 
kind of conference which will help 
Christians of different Communions to 
understand one another. This is no 
call for new organization but for the 
use of the organization we already have, 
It does call, however, for the use of 
intelligence, considerateness and per- 
severance. The problem before us is 
—What are the things which divide 
us? What are the things that unite ? 
We must reach a point where in com- 
mon we can formulate the answer to 
the satisfaction of all. 


Side by side with this study there 
must continue that cooper:tion in 
practical affairs which in itself is a 
unifying activity. The one is a unity 
- “ws and heart, the other of the 

and. 


There is a goal so bathed in light as 
to be obscured by the blaze of glory 
which reveals it. Js not the unity oi 
the Christian Church a goal of this 
sort? My whole couception of ideals 
was colored for life when | was a sinzll 
boy, by an engraving of Turner’s 
Celestial City’? which formed the 
frontispiece of ‘* Pilgrim’s Progress,”’ 
and which still awakens mystic lo: g- 
ings when | turn to it. It suggests 
more power and peace and beauty than 
it actually conveys. When I think of 
the Babel which the Christian Church 
has become, I would falter were it not 
that | see, beyond and above it, the 
Heavenly Jerusalem coming down 
from God, clothed in that dazzling 
glory which, however much it baffles, 
allures and comforts and inspires. 
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NOTE TO CORRESPONDENTS 


Will correspondents send to us any 
suggestions as to ways in which they 
feel the Council can more truly serve 
the individual congregations. This is 
one of our chief desires and we shall be 
discussing this problem at the Annual 
Meeting. » Criticisms? and notes of 
needs, ete. will be most helpful. 


If you lack literature for presenting 
the work of the Council locally please 
let us know and we will gladly send a 
supply. If you think-thereus a need 
for more information on any particular 
aspect of the work, do not fail to tell 


Please note that we specially ask in ~ 


this number for prayer for the Annual 
Meeting of the Council, May 13th to 
2Uth, and in this connection that the 
discussion of the Anti-Christian move- 
ment may help us all to do our work 
better and make a clearer witness for 


Christ. 
We hope that correspondents will 


take seriously their double duties, that 
is both to inform the local churches of 


the Council’s work and to inform the. 
Council of the churches’ needs and of 


their point of view. Weshould welcome 
more correspondence from  corres- 


pondents.’’ 


The duties are not heavy and we are 
glad to hear of others who would 
undertake them and thus join our 
fellowship. We print again what we 
regard as the charter for corres- 


pondents. 


(1) Be responsible to see that in- 
formation re the N.C.C. is circulated 
among missionaries and local church 
members. 


(2) Secure subscribers for the 
China for Christ Bulletin and the 
English Bulletin. 


(3) Help in the distribution of 
literature. 


(4) Correspond re visits to the 
centre, special efforts such as the 
Japanese earthquake fund, ce. 


(5) Receive and read the English 
Bulletin (free to correspondents). 


Note to C.1.M. Readers: will our 
friends of the China Inland Mission 
and of Chinese churches connected with 
that mission please send any contribu- 
tions for the N.C.C. directly to us rather 
than through the CU.! M. office in 
Shanghai. This will save the latter 
a good deal of unnecessary trouble. 


BEAR YE ONE ANOTHER’S 
BURDENS. 


As we approach the Annual Meeting 
of the National Christian Council our 
thoughts are constantly turning towards 


-it. It involves a large expenditure of 


time and money on the part of those 
whose lives are so crowded with useful 
activities as to make one wonder at 
times if the expenditure of these pre- 
cious commodities is justified. At the 
same time we may say that, without 
the Annual Meeting all the work of 
secretaries and committees through the 
year would be impossible. Let us pray 
that fresh light from God may be given 
to those who meet which will help in 
the many grave difficulties faced by 
the Church in China to day—Let us 
pray that each member may come up 
prepared in mind and spirit and that 
all may be drawn into a very deep 
fellowship which shall enrich not only 
the lives of members but that of the 
Church in China as a whole. 


Many indications show that the 
attacks of the Anti-Christian movement 
are causing perplexity to pastors and 
teachers in various centres, Weshould 
not forget to pray that guidance may 
be given as to the action which should 
be taken by the Church, as to articles 
and books which should be prepared, 
and as to the way in which we may 
set our own house in order. Let us 
pray, too, that the Christian message 
may be so lived and pre-ented that 
many who now attack us may be 
brought to see Christ and acknowledge 
Him as Lord and Saviour. 


The anti-foreign fecling in China is 
doubtless one of the chief factors in 
keeping up the Anti-Christian move- 
ment. In itself also it is a serious 
fact. There have been far too many 
real grounds for it for any of us 
miesionaries tu feel aggrieved because 
of it, but we may surely pray that 
misunderstandinzs may be removed 
and that we ourselves may so live and 
speak as to be the creators of goodwill 
yatta races that meet in, this 

d. 


We hear with joy of retreats held 
and planned in many places. How 
many more need a respite from over- 
pressure and a place of quiet ‘and 
fellowship to renew their souls in God’s 
presence! Let us pray that we may 
increasingly see that the strengthening 
and renewing of the inner man insuch 
ways is even more important than 
rushing through a long list of activi- 
ties. 

Let us join in prayer for the pre- 
paration for the many summer gather- 
ings for Chinese and for missionaries 
which have come to mean 0 much to 
the life of the Church and to many 
individuals, that the right people may 
be led to attend and that the Holy 
Spirit may be poured forth in rich 
measure on those who attend. 
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